
IN THE _____________COURT OF _____________COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

_____________________________

  )

CASE NUMBER: ____________________
Petitioner




  )


  )

V. 





  )

CHARGES:
_____________________________

  )

Defendant 




  )


PETITION TO REQUIRE DEFENDANT TO PAY COST OF CARE FOR ANIMAL(S) UNTIL RELINQUISHMENT OF ANIMALS(S) OR FINAL DISPOSITION OF CASE

Any agency impounding one or more animals as part of any investigation of a violation of Code Section 4-11-9.2, 16-12-4, or 16-12-37, or otherwise providing care for one or more animals impounded pursuant to this article, may file a petition in a court of competent jurisdiction to hear civil cases requesting the court to require the owner of the animal or animals to pay into the registry of such court funds in an amount sufficient to secure payment of all anticipated costs of impoundment and care. O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8 (a).  

Comes now ____________________[insert petitioner], pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8, and petitions the Court to require the defendant herein to deposit funds into the registry of the court sufficient to secure payment of all anticipated costs of impoundment and care by __________________[insert agency caring for animal] pending the defendant’s relinquishment of rights to said animal or until final disposition of this case.  The subject animal(s) is a ______________________ [describe and identify animal(s)]. 
On __________________[insert date], at ___________a.m./p.m. [insert time], the defendant was charged with a violation of ________________ [insert one of the following code sections: O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.2, 16-12-4, or 16-12-37].  [Insert circumstances of impoundment]. The subject animal(s) was impounded as a result of the above-mentioned charges from the defendant at _______________________[insert address].  

The cost to board an animal at ____________ is $_______ per day.  The estimated current and future cost for the above-mentioned animal is $___________ per month which includes _________________[insert cost for boarding, testing, treatment, etc.]
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8, the undersigned is permitted to seek an Order requiring the defendant to pay into the registry of the Court an amount of money sufficient to secure payment of all anticipated costs of impoundment and care, and is further entitled to have a hearing on this petition no less than 10 and no more than 15 business days after the court’s receipt of return of service of process of the petition on the owner. O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8(d)(1).  The scope of the hearing shall be limited to whether the impounding of the animal(s) was authorized.  O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8(d)(2).  Further, the undersigned petitions this Court to order the defendant to deposit an amount equal to the portion of the original amount attributable to the first 30 days after the date of the initial order every 30 days thereafter until the owner relinquishes the animal(s) or until final disposition of the case.  O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8(3).  Finally, the undersigned petitions this Court to Order that “if the required funds are not deposited within five days of the original order setting the amount of the funds, or within five days after the expiration of each applicable subsequent 30 day period, then the animal or animals shall be forfeited to the petitioning agency by operation of law and may, with the consent of any prosecutor prosecuting charges against the owner regarding the owner's animal or animals, be disposed of pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.6.”  O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.8(3).  

WHEREFORE, petitioner seeks the following relief:

A. 
For a hearing upon this petition no less than 10 and no more than 15 business days after the court’s receipt of return of service of process of the petition on the owner, to require the defendant to pay into the registry of the court an amount sufficient to cover all costs of impoundment and care for a period beginning as of the date of impoundment and ending 30 days after the date of the order;

B. 
For an Order requiring the defendant to pay into the registry of the court an amount sufficient to cover all costs of impoundment and care for a period beginning as of the date of impoundment and ending 30 days after the date of the order;

C. 
For an Order requiring the defendant to deposit an amount equal to the portion of the original amount attributable to the first 30 days after the date of the initial order every 30 days thereafter until the owner relinquishes right’s to the animal(s) or until final disposition of the case;

D.         For an Order stating that “if the required funds are not deposited within five days of the original order setting the amount of the funds, or within five days after the expiration of each applicable subsequent 30 day period, then the animal or animals shall be forfeited to the petitioning agency by operation of law and may, with the consent of any prosecutor prosecuting charges against the owner regarding the owner's animal or animals, be disposed of pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-11-9.6.” 
E. 
In the event of the defendant’s relinquishment of rights to the animal(s) to the State, and subsequent destruction of the animal(s), if any, for an Order refunding to the defendant any unused portions of said deposit(s) made pursuant to the Court’s Order; and

F. 
For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

This the ____ day of _____________, 20_____. 


___________________________________________


Petitioner 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have on this date personally served the parties to this action, or counsel if represented, with a copy of the foregoing document, with attachments if appropriate, by one or more of the following methods, as indicated below:


_____

First-class mail, care of U.S. Postal Service, postage prepaid in an appropriate envelope and address as noted below.


_____

Hand delivery to the person(s) named below


_____

Other service as provided by law:  


This _________ day of __________, 20________. 


_____________________________________


Petitioner 
To:
(Defendant, or defendant’s attorney if represented:)


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________
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