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Society of the United States 

So you?ve found a cat outdoors? but unless they?re sick or 

injured, there?s likely no need to take them to an animal 

shelter. The cat may be an indoor-outdoor pet or a 

community cat who lives nearby. If the cat is truly lost, 

they?ll have a better chance of being reunited with their 

family if they don?t enter the shelter.

Learn m ore at  humaneworld.org/ foundcat.

- Lost  pet . Tell the owners where you last saw 

the cat. Point them to resources at 

humaneworld.org/lost-cat.

- Free-roam ing pet . Tactfully mention to the 

owners that their pet would be safer indoors. If 

the cat isn?t sterilized, share information on 

local spay/neuter programs and offer to help 

with the cost or transportation if you?re able to.

- St er i l ized com m unit y cat . Ask the caretakers if 

they need assistance, such as donations of cat 

food, a winter shelter or someone to feed the 

cat when they?re out of town.

- Unst er i l ized com m unit y cat . Research local 

trap-neuter-return resources and work with the 

cat?s feeders to get the cat sterilized, vaccinated 

and ear-t ipped. If you can?t find the caretaker, 

considering taking on that role yourself (find 

t ips at humaneworld.org/TNRindividuals).

- Nursing m om  cat  and k it t ens. Visit 

humaneworld.org/found-kittens for guidance.

-  If the cat is wearing a collar, check  for  an ID tag and 

contact the owner.

- Ask  neighbors, mail carriers and others who frequent 

your neighborhood what they know about the cat.

- Take phot os and f i le a found repor t  

with animal shelters in your region.

- Post  f lyers in your neighborhood.

- Use social m edia sites such as Facebook 

and NextDoor to ask if anyone knows the 

cat, and search for ?lost cat? posts to see

if there?s a match.

-  If the cat is friendly, take them to a 

veterinarian or animal shelter to be scanned for  a 

m icrochip, or put a breakaway collar on the cat and tape 

a note to the collar asking the owner to contact you.

Find t he cat 's owners or  caret akers:

Take t he next  st eps:

An ear-tip is the badge of a 

sterilized community cat.

https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/how-microchip-can-keep-you-and-your-pet-together
https://www.humaneworld.org/en/resources/what-do-if-you-find-what-you-think-stray-cat
https://www.humaneworld.org/en/resources/how-find-lost-cat
https://www.humaneworld.org/en/resources/how-individuals-can-help-community-cats
https://www.humaneworld.org/en/resources/what-do-kittens-are-they-orphaned-or-abandoned
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